
Fire Management and Wildfire Risk Reduction in PEI 

National Park: An opportunity for collaboration



Who We Are: Roles and Responsibilities

Karen Jans – Field Unit Superintendent, PEI National Park

Kim Gamble – Manager, Resource Conservation, PEI National Park

Jennifer Stewart – Manager, External Relations, PEI National Park

Robyn Caissie – Fire & Visitor Safety Coordinator, PEI National Park

Hailey Paynter – Landscape Ecologist, PEI National Park

Scott Murphy – National Fire Management Officer, National Fire Management Division



Outline:

• What we’ve heard

• Post-Fiona 

• PEINP Fire Management

• Prevention

• Preparedness

• Response

• Commitment to working together



We have suffered one of the most historic and damaging storms in PEI 

history and the North Shore area was one of the worst hit areas. 



Stanhope Campground 2023 – Post Fiona 

BEFORE  CLEAN UP AFTER CLEAN UP



PEI National Park Fire Management Plan

• Fire Management Plans are updated every 10 

years

• Emphasis is on wildfire prevention and control

• 3 pillars of PEI National Park’s fire program:

• Prevention (including risk reduction)

• Preparedness

• Response



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan - Prevention



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan - Prevention

FireSmart – 7 Disciplines

Education
Emergency

Planning
Legislation

Vegetation
Management

Interagency 
Cooperation

Development
Cross 

Training



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan – Prevention

Before and after 

wildfire risk reduction 

treatment.

FireSmart – Vegetation Management



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan – Prevention

• Biodiversity is key to a 

healthy and resilient 

forest ecosystems

• Since 2017, PEINP 

has planted over 

65,000 trees

• Species such as red 

maple, red oak, sugar 

maple and yellow birch 

are fire resistant and 

climate resilient

Vegetation Management – Building Resilient Forests



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan - Prevention

Compliance and Enforcement

• Area Closures

• Fire Restrictions

• Increased patrols and emphasis on reporting

• Investigation of known/ suspected human-caused 

fires

• Charges laid under Parks Canada Fire Regulations



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan – Prevention
Bayshore to Stanhope Lane



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan – Prevention
Stanhope Lane to Dalvay Corner



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan – Prevention
Dalvay Corner to Campbells Pond/Watts Road



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan – Prevention



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan - Preparedness



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan - Preparedness

PEI National Park 

fire team works 

diligently to:

- Monitor fire risk; 

- Take action to 

prevent wildfires;

- Be prepared to 

respond.



PEI National Park – Fire Management Plan - Response

Memorandums of Understanding are in 

place with municipal fire departments 

and provinces (PEI, NB, NS, NL) for 

response to wildfires

Access to Parks Canada firefighters, 

equipment and fire specialist in the 

region and across the country



Fire Management moving forward

Working together will allow us to develop landscape/community scale 

plans that will work to reduce the risk of wildfire ignition and spread

Parks Canada is committed to:

• Continuing vegetation management in priority areas

• Developing a new, more holistic wildfire risk reduction strategy that:

• Addresses all 7 FireSmart Disciplines 

• Incorporates concerns from community and stakeholders

• Identifies opportunities for collaboration

• Sharing of knowledge and technical expertise

• Involvement in community wildfire risk reduction planning
Check local burn restrictions: 

Burn Restrictions | Government of Prince 

Edward Island



Questions/Discussion


