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SUBJECT:	Public feedback regarding amendments to the Official Plan & Bylaw Amendments and the new Resort Zone

Overview
Seven written submissions were received regarding the proposed amendments to the Rural Municipality of North Shore Official Plan and Land Use Bylaw. Six submissions were supportive of, or did not object to, the proposed amendments and the continued development of the Blackbush Resort lands. One submission opposed the rezoning of Blackbush for development.
General Level of Support
The written feedback was broadly supportive of the proposed amendments. Supportive comments focused on the economic, employment, tourism, community, and local amenity benefits associated with continued resort development. Several submissions characterized the amendments as a continuation of positive growth in the Grand Tracadie area.
Economic Development and Employment
A recurring theme was the potential for the amendments to support local economic development. Submitters identified resort development as a source of employment and business opportunities, including opportunities connected to the local hospitality sector. Some comments also noted that continued investment in the resort area could contribute to the broader economic viability of the North Shore and Prince Edward Island tourism economy.
Community Amenities and Tourism
Several submissions supported the amendments on the basis that resort development would provide additional local amenities, services, and hospitality options. One submission noted that the North Shore has fewer resort and tourism amenities than other areas such as Brudenell, Cavendish, and Mill River, and suggested that additional resort development could improve access to local recreation, entertainment, and hospitality services, particularly outside the peak tourism season.
Responsible Growth and Environmental Stewardship
One submission expressed support for the rezoning as part of a broader pattern of responsible development in the Municipality. The submission indicated that local growth has supported business activity and employment while maintaining respect for the North Shore’s culture, natural beauty, and green spaces. This submission characterized the proposed rezoning as consistent with thoughtful planning and sustainable community development.
Height and Setback Standards
One submission raised an equity concern regarding the proposed Resort (RES) Zone development standards. The submitter did not object to the proposed increased height or reduced setback standards for the resort area, but suggested that similar flexibility should be considered for residential lots elsewhere in the Municipality. The concern was that the resort lands would receive development permissions not available to other property owners.
Opposition to Rezoning
One submission stated opposition to rezoning Blackbush for development. The submission did not provide further reasons or identify specific concerns with the proposed Official Plan or Land Use Bylaw amendments.
Summary
Overall, most of the public correspondence received was supportive of, or did not object to, the proposed Official Plan and Land Use Bylaw amendments. The main reasons for support included local employment, business opportunities, tourism development, expanded community amenities, and responsible growth. Two submissions identified specific considerations: one requested that similar height and setback flexibility be considered for residential properties outside the resort area, and one requested that access to an adjacent private property be maintained. One submission opposed the rezoning of Blackbush for development. Future amendments to the Official Plan and Land Use Bylaw, including through an official plan review process, could help address comments pertaining to broader municipality-wide changes that were requested in the public feedback.
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